19o         MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
go and stand on my head i' Crossland Moor*; and I had to reply:
'Well, Joe, you must get ready to do it, for we have not won/
There were some grounds for the optimism of my friends. In weight
of argument and strength of appeal we had left our opponents
lagging hopelessly behind; but the hidden sources of help upon
which the two rich candidates could rely were not allowed for.
Neither my agent nor myself was deceived by the crowded meetings
and the fierce enthusiasm of the converted. A day or two before
the poll the political machines of the other party organizations
began to operate; motor cars by the score appeared on the streets;
the influence of the religious communions was drawn upon; cricket
and football clubs were scoured for support; the recipients of local
philanthropy were scientifically mobilized in opposition to the
Labour candidate; and on the day of the poll hundreds of indigent
old men and women, 'all dressed up* and 'with somewhere to go/
were motored to the poll to vote against the dreadful Socialist who,
if elected, would, it was stated, 'destroy the home and nationalize
women/
On the day following one of my contests one of my friends,
returning in a train from the Manchester Wool Market, heard a
group of Huddersfield merchants discussing the election results.
One of them said: 'Tha knows, Harry Snell was t* best man int'
three, by a long way; but we aren't going to have no bloody Socialist
member for Huddersfield/ This story pleased me immensely,
for it showed that I had been rejected, not on personal grounds, but
because I represented principles which they distrusted. I would
that all votes were given on the same ground.
The outbreak of war in .1914 caused the next general election,
which was then approaching, to be postponed until after the armis-
tice, four years later. The relations between England and Ger-
many had for some years been growing increasingly difficult, and
German policy, indicated by the 'shining armour* and 'mailed
fist' declarations of the schauspieler Kaiser, had aroused the greatest
misgivings in the minds of those who had noted the trend of
European Nationalist , movements. British policy during this
period has been revealed in the autobiography of the late Lord
Haldane, and I need not deal with it here. It is sufficient to say
that, for some years before the war came, there had been a con-
sistent effort on the part of far-seeing British pacifists and statesmen
to promote better relations between England and Germany.
I had myself taken a modest part in work of this character.    For